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Who is the Welsh Fishermen’s 
Association?
We are the National Voice of Welsh Fishermen, securing a 
future for fishermen and their communities.

Our vision for the Welsh Fishing Industry is a prosperous fishing industry that supports the 
economic, social and cultural well-being of our coastal communities. 

Our strong fishing heritage is preserved by generations-old fishing families who help define the 
communities they live in. The value of their unrivalled knowledge of our sea is unsurpassed.

The future prosperity of our fishing industry and fishing communities’ rests on a productive 
sea and a strong market for Welsh seafood both within and outside Wales.

Recording 
invasive species
Invasive species are one of the greatest threats 
to biodiversity worldwide. They can have 
negative impacts on native species, fisheries 
and aquaculture and can threaten whole 
ecosystems causing serious problems to 
both the environment and the economy. 
If a species does arrive in our waters, early 
detection is essential if any attempt at 
clearing is to be made. 

Funded by NRW and in collaboration with Succorfish, WFA-
CPC trained a dozen fishermen during 2016 to monitor their 
catch for invasive species such as American lobster, slimper 
limpet and the American oyster drill and report their presence 
on CatchApp, a multi-purpose mobile phone App designed 
by Succorfish for fishermen. 

WFA-CPC members have been monitoring their catch for 
eleven species, including the American lobster which could 
have a profound effect on the European lobster as it is far 
more aggressive and carries a deadly disease that our 
lobsters aren’t resistant to. The risk could be compared to the 
impact the American grey squirrel has had on our native red.

Reporting non-native species helps to protect commercial 
species by identifying sources of potential introduction and 
promoting good practice to minimise their spread. Slipper 
limpets and wireweed are regularly recorded, and two 
American lobsters have been reported by pot fishermen 
operating in Tremadog & Conwy Bay which led to an 
information leaflet jointly produced by WFA-CPC, NRW and 
WG to remind fishermen and merchants to report catches 
and sightings. 

Given the increasing level of interest, more fishermen are 
being recruited. If you’d like to participate, please contact 
Mark Gray: mark@wfa-cpc.co.uk.

Tagging bass
Our bass fishery is under threat and a 
poor understanding of our bass stock and 
inaccuracies in catch data has resulted in 
further restrictions on commercial fishing for 
bass in 2017. 

To improve our knowledge, WFA-CPC and Succorfish 
introduced a bass tagging scheme in 2016 linked to the 
existing CatchApp that could record the location, number 
and weight of bass caught, retained and released. As with 
all landings data recorded in CatchApp, confidentiality of 
the precise location of bass caught is maintained and only 
broad, low resolution maps of bass landings can be used for 
presentational purposes. Following a trial of three different 
tagging methods by six fishermen operating off the south 
coast in 2016, the lowest cost option (*name of the gun*) 
was found to be the most suitable and the method was 
successfully trialled by two fishermen in the North during the 
summer and autumn of 2017. The bass tagging scheme will 
be extended again in 2018.
 
The tag’s serial number allows tagged bass to be traced all 
the way to the consumer who will be able to find out where 
and even who caught their bass. In addition to promoting 
provenance, stewardship and awareness, the tagging 
scheme could restrict the supply to commercial for illegally 
caught fish. Following WFA’s promotion of the scheme in 
North Wales, The Bull Inn (Beaumaris), Tavern on the Bay (Red 
Wharf Bay) and Catch 22 (Valley) exclusively buy and promote 
tagged bass. The WFA also promoted tagged bass at several 
food festivals in North Wales, including Beaumaris and 
Conwy Food Festivals. 

New website launch
We are revamping our website to provide a one-
stop shop of information for fishermen and others 
with an interest in the Welsh fishing industry. The 
website will feature: work undertaken by the WFA, 
including projects and initiatives in partnership with 
others; daily news; fishermen’s safety and training; 
fisheries management; other marine industries 
and interests in Wales, such as marine renewable 
development and marine protected areas; and a 
description of fisheries around Wales coast.

The American lobster caught in Tremadog Bay. Note its 
distinguishing features – red tipped spines on its rostum, 
underside of claws usually orange-red and olive green/greenish 
brown body.

Bass tagging gun and tags.

Tagged sea bass displayed at Beaumaris food festival in 
September 2017.



Post-Brexit risk 
to Welsh coastal 
fisheries - seeking 
support for our 
fishermen
The road to Brexit has led to greater concern 
about the future of Welsh coastal fisheries. 
Initially, Brexit was seen as beneficial for small-
scale fisheries, but as negotiations drag on, 
it is by no means certain that Welsh coastal 
fishermen will be better off.

Indeed, they may become worse off if trade with EU markets 
becomes subject to tariff and non-tariff barriers. It is 
important, therefore, that the general public and consumers 
are aware of the widespread benefits (e.g. jobs, health and 
the environment) of local farming and fisheries. Over 80 
organisations such as Sustain, the Centre for Food Policy 
and the UK’s Faculty of Public Health have called upon the 
Government to adopt common-sense food, farming and 
fishing policies that ensure sustainable food production, 
safeguard communities and protect the environment. 

To inform this debate, the WFA-CPC has started to publicise 
the importance of our industry at public events. Starting with 
the Conwy Food Festival at the end of October 2017, WFA-CPC 
distributed leaflets entitled ‘Securing a future for fishermen 
and their communities’ which stated ‘Our vision for the Welsh 
Fishing Industry is a prosperous fishing industry that supports 
the economic, social and cultural well-being of our coastal 
communities’, and described the importance of our fishing 
heritage, listing the contact details for all WFA-CPC’s member 
associations. 

Jim Evans, Chairman of the WFA-CPC and Mark Roberts 
scallop fisherman talking to the public at Conwy food feast 
festival & Bryn Williams demonstrating a seafood dish in front 
of the WFA-stand.

In 2018, which is the Year of the Sea, WFA-CPC will be 
promoting the Welsh coastal fishing industry at festivals and 
public events, and asking the public to join the WFA-CPC 
as a supporter. The new website will publicise the industry, 
featuring its socio-economic value, its environmental 
credentials, and the health benefits of seafood consumption. 
In the post-Brexit era, we need all the support we can get to 
maintain a flourishing Welsh coastal fishery.  

Llŷn Partnership 
to protect our sea
Initiated by the Welsh Fishermen’s Association in 
response to the ill-conceived Welsh Government 
proposal to designate no-take-zones off 
the coast of Wales in 2012, the Llyn Marine 
Ecosystems project has instigated work to 
better protect the seas off the Llyn Peninsula 
and help the Pen Llyn ar Sarnau Special Area of 
Conservation achieve good conservation status.

Led by Catrin Glyn, the project has brought local fishermen, 
Natural Resource Wales and the public together to tackle 
marine litter along the Llyn beaches, establish a code of 
conduct to minimise disturbance to marine mammals from 
recreational craft and explore an ecosystem-based approach 
to manage the sea around the Llyn. 

Molly Lovatt, partnership funding officer for Natural Resources 
Wales said: “The fishermen are out at sea for long periods, 
and are best placed to promote the marine code with 
recreational boat users and report irresponsible behaviour if 
needed. We’re really grateful for their help which will benefit 
marine wildlife, and make for a more pleasant environment 
for local people and visitors as well.”

Steven Harrison, a local fisherman who sells his catch in the 
Sblash chip shop in Aberdaron said: “This is a perfect example 
of how the fishing industry can work with conservation 
bodies to find an effective joint approach to conserving 
and managing our rich marine environment so that future 
generations can continue to benefit from and enjoy it.”

Jim Evans, Chairman of the WFA-CPC and Mark Roberts scallop 
fisherman talking to the public at Conwy food feast festival & 
Bryn Williams demonstrating a seafood dish in front of the 
WFA-stand.

As part of the litter project, Catrin (second from right) along with 
Cllr. Robert Dafydd Cadwalader and volunteers publicise the 
#2minutebeachclean board at Criccieth beach.

Catrin sorting scallops on board the Nefyn scalloper MFV ‘Steel 
Venture’ owned and skippered by Dyfed Davies.

WFA-CPC at the Conwy Food Festival at the end of October 2017.

Huw Evans, WFA Development 
Officer Mid & North Wales

Huw became the Fisheries Coordinator for the Cardigan Bay 
Fishermen’s Association (CBFA) in May 2012.

He oversaw the Associations major EFF project `Management of the Inshore Fisheries of 
Cardigan Bay’ to its successful completion in December 2015. He also managed the transfer 
of the lease on the former Aberystwyth Boat Club to the CBFA and is actively involved with its 
redevelopment. In 2016 he joined the WFA-CPC as its Development Officer covering Mid 
and North Wales.

Huw can be contacted by phone  07943 345 385, email: huw@wfa-cpc.co.uk or 
at the Boat House on the quay in Aberystwyth on Mondays and Fridays.



2017 EU Fisheries Council Outcome
In the months leading up to December Council the WFA-CPC worked closely with its English 
counterpart, the National Fishermen’s Federation Organisation (NFFO) and regional fishermen’s 
groups such as the Cornish Fishermen’s Producers’ Organisation (CFPO) to build a scientific and 
economic case to protect our fisheries. 

The WFA-CPC also worked closely with Welsh Government fisheries officials and the Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning 
& Rural Affairs, Lesley Griffiths AM to develop a social, economic and scientific case and position which was communicated 
to the UK Fisheries Ministers and ultimately the Commission. Jim said “I believe that these efforts together with a WFA-CPC 
presence at Brussels made the difference between the EU imposing its Non-Paper proposals of a ‘0’ TAC for Bass in 2018 and 
the Final Compromise which critically provides some flexibility for our members in the first quarter of 2018”. Wales was also 
successful in securing an overall positive TAC package for 2018 (see below). 

A word from Kevin 
Denman, Chairman of 
South and West Wales 
Fishing Communities Ltd

The South and West Wales Fishing 
Communities (SWWFC) Ltd is fully engaged with 
the WFA and Kevin Denman is the association 
representative on the group in capacity of 
director taking an active part in all meetings. 

In addition to this, Kevin represents the SWWFC at all WMFAG 
meetings. Members are reminded if they wish to raise issues 
at any of these groups, to contact Marion, marion@wfa-
cpc.co.uk, mb 07769 117927. Nigel Sanders represents the 
SWWFC on the Seafish Safety Advisory Group, and members 
who wish to raise any matters in relation to Seafish or Marine 
and Coastguard Agency, again to contact Marion, who will 
liaise with Kevin and Nigel on your behalf.

Through representative groups, the SWWFC is pushing 
forward for the return of access to full Welsh quota for 
the inshore fleet as the Brexit process goes ahead, 
and this is now the stance put forward by the WFA 
and the Welsh Government.

The association sent the strongest message possible to the 
Welsh and UK government in relation to the hardship posed 
by the recent Bass fishing restrictions and the proposal of 
no fishing for 2018. SWWFC can assure that the strongest 
argument was put forward at Brussels by UK and Welsh 
representatives, however as individual states, there is limited 
room for compromise when the EU sets an artificial date of 
2020 for full Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) for all 
species, and ideology over rides common sense and 
financial hardship. 

However, this battle is not lost and we are actively working 
with our partners for a better outcome. One of the main 
routes to this supporting the work of the fisheries in data 
collection is tagging, which is actively on going and 
producing results. Anyone who wishes to assist in this work 
please contact Marion.

Finally, we wish to remind members that Ted 
of Whitall’s Fisheries continues to run the 
Association fish hub facility at Burry Port, 
and he has expanded the business to 
take the full range of fish species and bait 
supply, in addition to Shellfish. 

He operates a collection service 
and always welcome new 
suppliers. Please contact him on 
07581 083025 for prices and 
detail of services offered.

Irish Sea
ICES Area UK quota 2018 tonnes % Change from 2017

Cod VIIA 200 +376%
Haddock VIIA 1536 +55%
Plaice VIIA 469 +67%
Common sole VIIA 10 +1%
Herring VIIA 5190 +70%
Whiting VIIA 31 -0%
Skates & rays VIIA-C 2507 +15%

Wider Area VII
ICES Area UK quota 2018 tonnes % Change from 2017

Nephrops VII 9543 +15%
Cod VIIB,C, E-K 214 +11%
Haddock VIIB-K 691 -11%
Whiting VIIB-F,H,K 2462 -17%
Angler fish VII 6027 0%
Herring VIIG,H,J,K 13 -30%
Plaice VIIF,G 77 +49%
Common sole VIIF,G 259 +9%
Pollack VII 2117 0%
Skates & rays VIIA-C, E-K 2507 +15%
Small eyed rays VIIF,G 40 0%
Saithe VII 434 0%
Herrring VIIE,F 465 0%
Hake VI & VII 11206 -7%

Marion Warlow, WFA 
Development Officer 
Mid to South Wales
Marion Warlow joined the South and West Wales Fishing 
Communities (SWWFC) Ltd in May 2006, taking up the role 
of Fisheries Co-ordinator with the WFA in August 2016. In 
addition to coordinating WFA work in the south, Marion 
oversees the day to day running of SWWFC. She is a 
member of both the Pembrokeshire FLAG and Swansea 
FLAG as representative of SWWFC and took the role of 
Vice-Chair of the Swansea FLAG at the end of 2017. 

Over the past 12 years, Marion she has seen many 
changes in the South Wales fishing industry and from a 
fishing family dating back to the late 1800’s, she’s wants 
to see the industry flourish again. At the beginning of 2017 
SWWFC relocated from Victory House to the Old Cosalt 
Building on Milford Docks. Marion Warlow operates from 
a small second floor office that can be accessed via a 
stairway to the rear of the building, feel free to call in for a 

chat, or to discuss any concerns you may have, she has a 
very efficient kettle, and you are all welcome.

Marion assists industry with EMFF proposals and has 
overseen past European-funded projects, for example, the 
ice and chiller facility at Swansea Marina and the Burry 
Port Hub that continue to provide positive benefits for 
SWWFC members. Marion can help develop project ideas 
that could benefit from FLAG funding, or indeed any of 
the other funding Articles through the EMFF. Following on 
from the bass tagging article previously mentioned in the 
newsletter, WFA will be re-distributing the 
bass tagging guns in South Wales over 
the coming months and looking for 
volunteers. Please contact Marion 
if you are interested in taking part in 
this very important trial.

Marion can be contacted on 
 07769 117827, email 
marion@wfa-cpc.co.uk, 
or of course, you can call into 
see her at any time.



Renovating the former 
Aberystwyth Boat 
Club as CBFA HQ
Since taking over the lease of the Old 
Aberystwyth Boat Club in August 2016, the 
Cardigan Bay Fishermen’s Association (CBFA) 
has actively sought funds to renovate the 
premises in line with CBFA’s ambitions. 

Several funding sources were looked at during 2017 and an 
opportunity arose to put forward the CBFA’s vision of the future 
for the Club House at a meeting with the Seafarers UK trustees 
in September. At their suggestion, the application was split into 
two; the first, to scope out the refurbishment by enlisting an 
architect and second, the renovation process itself. 

An application was put together for the Trustees funding 
meeting at the end of November and on the 5th December 
the CBFA was informed its application was successful.

This funding will allow the CBFA to make all the preparations 
necessary to allow for the second phase - the complete 
refurbishment of the building. Huw Evans (CBFA secretary) is 
currently working on the application to fund the renovation 
which will be submitted in March 2018.

The former Aberystwyth Boat Club and now The CBFA HQ.
The new building will realise some of the aims of the CBFA, 
such as increasing community engagement with the local 
fishing industry, providing a meeting place for local fishermen 
and their families, and establishing a heritage and educational 
site to showcase the industry’s local history.

The former Aberystwyth Boat Club and now The CBFA HQ.
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